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Abstract—Chiral dihydrothiophenes derived from carbohydrates can be transformed into a novel class of bicyclic and highly
functionalized chirons by treatment with NaH. A mechanistic rationale is proposed which is consistent with experimental
observations and demonstrates the stereodiscriminating properties exerted by carbohydrate chains with different configurations.
© 2001 Elsevier Science Ltd. All rights reserved.

Diastereoselective reactions based on carbohydrates
constitute a convenient and versatile approach to opti-
cally active substances. Because of the abundance and
varied functionality of the carbohydrate chiral pool,
carbohydrates are increasingly being exploited as a
highly diverse source of chirons for asymmetric synthe-
sis.1 A common way of integrating chirality into molec-
ular targets is by carrying out transformations on a
chiral core. However, acyclic sugar templates are steri-
cally unbiased systems due to their greater conforma-
tional flexibility, a fact that often hampers highly
stereoselective transformations. In a series of recent

papers we have investigated in detail the stereochemical
issues of cycloaddition reactions involving dipolar het-
erocycles (1a–1c) with unsaturated carbohydrates, gener-
ated in a few steps from commercially available
precursors.2,3 When mesoionic compounds 1 were com-
bined with the chiral 1,2-diaza-1-3-butadiene 2, we were
able to isolate not only the expected 1,2-dihydrothio-
phenes 3a–3c as major isomers, but also dihydro-
thieno[2,3-c ]piperidines 4a–4c.3b The latter substances
are especially interesting as they constitute trans-fused
bicyclic ring systems with several reactive functional
groups (Scheme 1).

Scheme 1.
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Scheme 2.

Like 3a–3c, compounds 4a–4c arise from the same
intermediate cycloadducts 5 as depicted in Scheme 2.
Moreover, compound 4a was also obtained by treat-
ment of 3a with NaH in dry THF. This represents a
novel access to these complex structures, which have
also been obtained by alternative photochemical
protocols.4

Assuming that the carbohydrate moiety with D-lyxo
configuration should have a stereodifferentiating influ-
ence, next we decided to investigate the role exerted by
an acyclic chain of D-arabino configuration. With this
aim, the [3+2] cycloaddition reaction of heterocycles 1
with 1,2-diaza-1,3-butadienes 6 afforded the corre-
sponding dihydrothiophenes 7a–7g,3a which were then
reacted with NaH in THF. In general, these transforma-
tions yielded complex reaction mixtures although a
series of substances exhibiting a chromatographic
behavior equivalent to that of 4a–4c could be separated
and isolated as crystalline materials. To our surprise, the
spectroscopic and analytical data of these products did
not match with those expected for dihydrothieno[2,3-
c ]piperidines. Fortunately, the structure of compound
8a could be solved by X-ray crystallographic analysis
(Fig. 1),5 thereby unequivocally revealing that the struc-

ture possessed a cis-fused dihydrothieno[2,3-c ]furanone
skeleton.6

An electron-withdrawing group located at the amide
group (Ar1=4-NO2C6H4) led to faster reactions and
higher yields. This is consistent with the mechanistic
pathway outlined in Scheme 3 in which the initial
proton abstraction affords an anionic intermediate,
which is stabilized by an electron-deficient substituent.
In the reaction with 7a, amide 9a could also be isolated,
an argument that validates the rationale for Scheme 3.
The stereochemical switching observed in the case of
dihydrothiophenes 7, with respect to compounds 3, is
attributed to a different configurational disposition of
the acyclic sugar chains. A D-lyxo configuration enables
attack of the anionic center to the second stereogenic
carbon atom with concomitant displacement of an ace-
tate group, thereby leading to a six-membered ring,
while for compounds 7 only the carbonyl group
attached to the first stereocenter is sterically accessible.

In conclusion, we have described the preparation of a
series of novel chirons 8, which are susceptible to further
functionalization and which should also be suited to
asymmetric transformations. Further optimization of
the reaction conditions and studies on the applications
of compounds 8 are currently under way in our labora-
tories.
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Figure 1. X-Ray molecular structure of 8a.

Scheme 3.
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